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OSCAR-13 has been placed in its final 
orbit. and is to be turned over to amateurs 
for use on July 22 at 1500 UTC. The 
second and final motor burn was 
accomplished on July 6, ~~ flawlessly 
attaining the orbit’ which was first 
proposed in 1976. The inclination is 
about 57 degrees and the apogee (high 
point) is in the northern hemisphere for 
the next seven years, providing the great 
majority of the world's ham _ population 
with the best so far in Amateur Radio 
satellite communications. 


satellite pass for OSCAR-13 has 
the south and moving toward 
the west, reaching apogee in_ the 
southwest. As it continues in its orbit, 
falling back toward Earth, it moves to the 
north, dipping toward the horizon for a 
while and then climbing up again in the 
northeast to move rapidly to the east 
where it sets. This can make as much as 
ten hours and provbides opportunities for 
communication with South America, the far 
east, Russia over the north pole and with 
western Europe. 


me rising. in 


REPEATER: W4DW/R 146.04/64 


A0-13 is equipped with the most 
sophisticated suite of transponders ever 
placed in space by Amateurs. Here is a 
list of the facilities which will be 
available at various times: 
MODE UPLINK DOWNLINK 
B 432 mHz 144 mHz 
u 1.3 GHz 432 mHz 
J 144 mHz 432 mHz 
S 1.3 GHz 2.6 GHz 
RUDAK 153° GHZ 432 mHz 


Modes J and L can be operated 
Simultaneously, producing output on 432 
from the combined inputs on 144 and 1.3 
GHz. This is called mode JL. RUDAK is a 
packet radio transponder, but it uses 
phase-shift keying, requiring a modem 
which adapts the input and output of your 
TNC to the modulation scheme of the RUDAK 
transponder. 


The power capacity of the space craft is 
insufficient to operate all the facilities 
at the same time so a preliminary schedule 
has been published. On weekdays, mode L 
will be available about 90 minutes before 
apogee and a similar period after apogee. 
On weekends, this will be mode JL. For 
about 3 hours before and after the mode J 
or JL _ periods, mode B will be available. 
For the remaining 2 hours or so of the 
orbit, the transponders will be 
unavailable. This is the time when the 
satellite passes through perigee or the 
low point in the orbit. The communication 
range through the satellite is minimum at 
that time and for the next seven years it 
will occur over the southern hemisphere. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held on July 6, 
1988 at the YMCA on Hillsborough St. 
President Pete Thacher, N4HQZ, welcomed 
the 69 members and 15 guests. 


The following items were discussed at the 
June Board Meeting: 


a The club generator will be put up for 
auction. 
in bids by Aug. lst. 

x Anyone interested in the ARRL Awards 
Manager Program? If you would like to 
pursue this position, let a board member 
know and we will vote at the next meeting. 


Public. Service Chairman, Edward, N4SSU, 
announced the upcoming triangle Triathalon 
on July 16. Five to ten people are needed 
to assist with emergency communications. 


Ronnie, WA4MJF, told the group of the bill 
in Congress to support amateur radio and 
the current frequency allocations. Ronnie 
urged everyone to contact their Senators / 
Representatives in support of this bill. 


This years Field Day was a success. There 
was excellent participation and a _ good 
time was had by all. Much publicity was 
gained, including TV coverage. The 
Chairmen Bob, NA4G & Steve, AB4EL received 
a round of applause for a job well done. 


Our club has grown tremendously over 
recent years. At last count we had 278 
members. The evenings program was 
entitled "Your Club - Your’ Interests," 
where the membership split up into special 
interest groups. After a discussion 
period, a spokesperson from each group 
told some of their ideas. The following 
is a list of interest groups represented 
and a contact person if you would like to 
get involved. 


The minimum bid is $100. Turn — 


Club Admin: Pete, N4HQZ, 876-4073 
Public Service: Edward, N4SSU, 787-8874 
Publicity: Audrey, WB4ZSM, 787-4299 
Hamfest: Bruce, WASNEW, 779-0266 

Field Day: Bob, NA4G, 847-0069 
Training: Jim, N4BY0, 781-9437 

VE / EXCITER: Vince, AA4MY, 847-8512 
Membership Assist: Jim, WA4A00, 779-8840 
HF Nets: Rob, AB4FY, 848-1382 

Special Events: Walter, AB4DQ, 782-1424 
VHF Nets: Jim, K4ABJ, 787-7816 . 
64 Repeater: Lyn, WA4GEH, 553-4793 
VHF/UHF Expansion: Ed, WA4PEN, 876-0340 
OSCAR: Sherman, W4TZU, 494-5169 

ARRL: Chuck, K4HF, 872-6555 

Homebrew: Johnnie, WA9SZL. 


A lot was accomplished by the group 
meetings, resulting with a few groups 
having a follow up meeting. / 


Pete reminded the members of the vacancy 
in the Vice Presidents position. Anyone 
interested in this challenge? Programs 
are needed thru the year. Any ideas? 


The budget will be discussed at the next 


meeting. If you have a request, see a 
Board Member before the next Board 
Meeting. 


After a prize drawing, the meeting 


adjourned. 


Sue Meyer Parks, WB4USX 
-- RARS Secretary -- 
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IN MEMORIUM 


Josephine Ingraham, the mother of Rob 
Ingraham, AB4FY, ‘passed away on July 10th 
after along illness. The members of RARS 
wish to express their deep sorrow to Rob, 
and the other members of the Ingraham 
family. Contributions in memory of 
Josephine Ingraham can be made to the 
American Diabetes Association. 
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WELCOME 
NEN 
IBCIBERS 


RARS would like to welcome 13 new members 
this month: 


. Doctor Aal-Anubia, Raleigh 
Tony Burchette, Raleigh 
Edward Griest, N4SWC, Raleigh 
Craig Hales, N4RED, Apex 
Alan Hughes, KB7UAO, Raleigh 
Bill Jurney, Raleigh 
James Martin, KA5IEC, Raleigh 
Carolyn Mayfield, KC4KYC (XYL of WA9SZL) 
Bill Radford, WB4CLA, Raleigh 
Steven Robertson, KC4CU, Raleigh 
Jerry Stuckle, AIOK, Raleigh 
Jim Weaver, WA4YYZ, Raleigh 
Pat Whetzel, WA4CLT, Raleign- 
We welcome all of you into our club, and 
hope you will enjoy the fellowship RARS 
has to offer. The best way to become 
acquainted with your’ fellow club members 
is to become active. For those of you 
currently licensed, we operate two nets: 
on on 2 meter FM nightly, and another on 
10 meter SSB almost nightly. Check the 
EXCITER cover for times and frequencies. 
For those of you not currently licensed, 


the club is "at your service" to help. 
Contact our training director, Jim 
DuBreck, N4BY0, @ 781-9437 to get the ball 
rolling. 

As of July 19th, RARS is 285 members 
strong!! 
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Mason, N4SSN & his 
were blessed with a 
baby girl, Rebecca Ann, on Monday, July 
llth at 5:35 AM. Mom and baby are doing 
fine, and Randall is scrambling to find 
his copy of "Tune in the World" for 
Rebecca's crib... CONGRATULATIONS!!! 


New member Randal] 
lovely wife Joann, 
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PUBLIC 


SERVICE 
WANTIC 


&% 2 A 
‘: od 
This represents 


"a new column for our RARS 
EXCITER 
will be a 


and one I _ know our editor hopes 
writing ahead. 


regular one - oh well, more 
My name is Edward Breeden, 
and I'm the person behind the call N4SSU. 


I am one of the "graduates" from your 
Spring Novice & Technician class at 
McKimmon Center, and have been the 
recipient of many hours of help = and 


encouragement from many RARS members. I 
believe that you get out of = an 
organization what you put in. For this 
reason, when our President, Pete called 
and asked me_ to fill the vacant position 
of Public Service Chairman, I accepted. 
So far, I've helped with two Public 
Service events and have learned much. 


As the result of our organization meeting 
last month, the Public Service group has 
several enthusiastic and eager RARS 
members who want to help. Planning for 
the N.C. State Fair and our Christmas 
message service will get underway in a few 
weeks. In addition, I'm sure we'lk be 
called to provide special and emergency 
communications for other events in the 
area. 


Now, let me ask for your help. In order 
for us to provide communications for such 
events we need a _ list of radio amateurs 
who want to help. We started such a list 
at the last meeting, but we need 
additional volunteers. I would like to 
see a pool of 50 or so volunteers which we 


could call on and provide such that others 
working would not suffer from Public 
Service burn-out. We can only undertake 


those projects where we have the manpower. 
With a club membership of over 270, I hope 
a list of 50 hams is possible. 


contact me (in person, by phone, 
letter, 2m) in the next few weeks and let 
me know if you're’ interested. See you 
next month and I'll talk about’ RARS 
participation with the Red Cross at the 
N.C. State Fair (Oct. 14 - 23). 


Please 


VE 
REPORT 


The July 6th exams drew 16 applicants, who 
took a total of 22 test elements. Only 4 
applicants went away empty handed... The 
results: 


Mike Rosenberg, (Raleigh) NOVICE 
Randy Stegall, (Raleigh) TECHNICIAN 
Linda Martin, KA4STJ, (Hope Mills) TECH 
Tony Burchette, (Raleigh) TECH 
Larry Rye, KC4FZS, (Pocohontas, VA) TECH 
Ken Hicks, KB4DLC, (Durham) ADV 
David Eubanks, KC4EM0 (Wilmington), ADV 
Charles Parker, N4JTG, (Wake Forest) ADV 
Andy Blalock, N4SSX, (Durham) Extra Theory 
Alan Hughes, KB4UA0, (Raleigh) Adv Theory 
Joseph Watkins, (Raleigh) Tech Theory 
John Eubanks (Wilmington) Nov Theory 


Nine RARS VEs and one "guest VE" were 
present: KB4LAF, KK4JB, & K4FAD ran the 
code exams; WA4GIR, NIBA, & AB4FY handled 
the written exams. NF4P & NY4H read exams 
for two visually impaired applicants. At 
the sign in table: AA4MY, & visiting 
mother-in-law WA2PUU (also certified ARRL 
& W5YI VE). 


These were our first exams at the "Y" 
fact rty. Due to an administrative error, 
only one room was available to us. Once 
again, the headsets performed admirably, 
allowing code exams to be given in this 


somewhat noisy environment. The only 
negative comments heard came from folks 
who were doing the writtens. In the 


future, our exams at the "Y" will include 
use of 2. rooms. (And hopefully the 
air-conditioners will be WORKING!! -- 
although it wasn't too bad without...) 


All in all. a smooth session with few, if 
any problems. 
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--- VE REPORT CARD --- 


Its been full year since the existing 

VE prograin was proposed to the RARS Board 
by K4HF and AA4MY. The proposal was to 
offer the exams primarily as a convenience 
to RARS members. The Board's concern was 


that if only 3 or 4 members attended our 
sessions, we'd soon get tired of making 
the effort for so few attendees. The 
record: 


SESSION NUMBER NUMBER NUMBER 
DATE APPLICANTS UPGRADES ELEMENTS 
07 OCT 10 5 19 
O02 DEC 14 6 19 
31 MAR 30 25 70 
10 APR 60 29 100 
O01 JUN 14 8 19 
06 JUL 16 7 22 


6 SESSIONS; 2 ARRL (33%) 4 W5YI (662%) 
144 APPLICANTS; 80 UPGRADES INCLUDING 
12 NEW NOVICES. 249 ELEMENTS GIVEN. 


Quite a report card... Eighteen RARS VEs 
did the work (we show another 5 inactive 
VEs on the roster). 


Our test sessions have provided the 
"introductory visit" to a RARS meeting for 
many a new- member. As a group, we HAVE 
made an impact on RARS -- and, we-VEs have 
ALL felt the satisfaction in helping 
others attain their own personal goals in 
this great hobby of ours. ; 


To map out our strategy for improving our 
performance in the ‘88 / ‘89 year, I 
propose a VE meeting, to be held at my QTH 
in North Raleigh, Wednesday, August 10 
(the week after the August meeting), at 
7:30 PM. Topics of discussion to include 
(but not limited to) exam schedualing, VE 
roles & responsibilities, and discussion 
of perceived problems and solutions. Hope 
to see you then. 73 de AA4MY 
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REMEMBER THE RARS QSL BUREAU! 


If you are an ARRL member, bring your 
outgoing DX QSL cards to the next RARS 
meeting along with your current mailing 
label from QST. John, KK4JB, will collect 
the cards and bulk mail them to the ARRL's 
Outgoing Bureau. ARRL Bureau rules apply. 


In July, 3 members submitted 20 cards. 


~ REPEATER 
S.LG. 


As you read this, 
Repeater Committee 
(SIG) have 
broad areas 
individuals 


two meetings of the 
Special Interest Group 
already taken place. Several 
of concern were aired, and 
of the group have started 
doing research into possible alternative 
actions that could be taken to improve the 
reliability and performance of the W4DW 


repeater today, and yet allow’ ffor 
expansion in the future. At future 
meetings, we hope to narrow these 


alternatives down to a recommended course 
Of action, and those recommendations will 
be presented to the Board of Directors and 
the general membership for approval. 


Committee members (and 
concern) are: 


areas of primary 


Lyn Williams, WA4GEH, Chairman (technical 


performance); Larry Young, K4LXV, 
Spokesman (Site Jliason); Ed Alderman, 
WA4PEN (repeater user philosophy -- where 


do we want to go??); 
AA4MY (controllers); 
(existing repeater 
Craig Hales, N4RED; 
Randal] Mason, 
Grainger, N4RGG. 


Vince Yakamavich, 
Jeff Parker, WAI1WXL 
performance baseline); 
Tim Varner, N4SSK; 
N4SSN; and Hayward 


Several other members came forward and 
said although they weren't interested in 
being on the committee, they would be more 
than happy to lend their backs and hands 
when it came time for the physical kind of 
work. We're most’ thankful for that kind 
of help, too! 
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Sign Seen at Cary Swapfest: 


There are three 


world: 


types of people in the 


Some people MAKE things happen. 
Some people WATCH things happen. 
Some people WONDER what happened! 


WHICH ARE YOU?? 


RARS 
CONGRATULATES: 


RARS would like to congratulate new member 
Randy Stegall, KC4GFR/KT on his new call, 
and ditto to Jay Diepenbrock, KM4EP (ex 
N4QHJ). 


SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS are in order for 


Jim DuBreck, N4BY0, (our training 
chairman) and his wife. We understand 
another little one is on the way, with the 


first scheduled QSO with dad to be 


sometime around May '89. 
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FCC CHECKS NOVICE APPLICATION SIGNATURES 


The FCC in Gettysburg has institued a 


procedure by which volunteer examiners 
listed on Novice applications are 
contacted to insure that they indeed did 
participate in a Novice examination. One 


day a week, the FCC writes VEs to get 
verification "whether the certification 
and signature appearing on the enclosed 


application is yours" Over 600 letters 
have been sent out already. One Novice 
application had W5YI and WB6NOA's 
signatures (authors of Radio Shack's 


Novice package) copied from the sample 
provided on _ how to complete a Form 610!! 
FCC's Larry Weikert advises that they are 
indeed finding other Novices” that 
apparently were never’ tested by the 
examiners listed on the application! Some 
VEs, not knowing the reason for the random 
survey, are objecting to having their 
Novice applications questioned." (tnx 
W5YI Report) 
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Didja' ever notice: the longest winded 
people seem to be the shortest witted?? 
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FIELD DAY 


The club had a rather nice field day this 
year, as good 'ol W4Dw. Approximately 30 
people participated in the event. The 
field day site was a new one for the club 
the NCSU Schenck Memorial Forest, and 
1t proved to be an excellent one. 


The club ran six stations continuously, 


across 8 bands (class 6A). CW was run on 
the 40, 20, and 15 meter bands. SSB was 
run on the 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 meter 
bands. Unfortunately, the Novice station 


did not fare too well, but a good effort 
was made at making it work. 


The points breakdown 


for this year is as 
follows: : 


RARS 1988 FIELD DAY SCORE 


CW SSB 
80 (none) 171 
40 439 139 
20 305 108 
15 101 110 
10 (none) 78 
QSO'S 845 606 
mult x & xl 
sub tot.1690 606 
sub total 2296 
mutt. P50 wit «kee 
4592 
+publicity 100 
+W1AW message 100 
+VE/QSTs 120 


+emer. pwr x 6 600 


Two things are 
this year. 
prepared to 


apparent from field day 
First, you have to be well 
have an effective operation. 


And second, you have to have a _ good 
antenna to work the other field day 
stations all around the country. 


Those people who came out WELL PREPARED 
and EARLY had their stations / antennas in 
Order at the key down time (18700 UTC). 
Notice the scores on CW on the 40 and 20 
meter bands. The stations set up on those 
two bands were well prepared and ready to 
go at the start, and they went like gang 
busters! The 'ol wives tale that "you can 
work ‘em faster on fone" doesn't seem to 
hold water here. That op on 40 CW was in 
the middle of his very first field day, 
and look at that score! Shucks there, 
Jeeves, it makes the other fellas kinda 
raise their eyebrows a bit... 


On the matter of antennas, the 40 CW 
station had a 3 element delta loop beam 
pointed at the west coast. The 20 meter 
CW station had a 2 element delta loop beam 
pointed similarly, plus a single delta 
loop beaming North / South, plus a full 
wave vertical for high angle short skip 
radiation, to _ boot! Ya gotta have GOOD 
antennas for field day too, Jeeves... 


stations, the 40/15 SSB 
right nice job getting 249 
Qsos. Thanks to Tim, N4IQA, for a fine 
station setup and continuous operating 
with good crossed dipole antennas up at 75 
feet. Ten meter SSB had Chris, N4PNO as 
the main-stay op, but the antenna (a 
single dipole) just could not get out as 
good as the station could hear. Many a 
call from W4DW went un-answered on 10 ... 


For the fone 
station did a 


As most of us are aware, the club 
generator has essentially gone the way of 
the dodo. (YEAH!!) This year the club 
ran several generators, and one station 
ran totally off humongous nicads (like 250 
amp-hour MONSTERS). There was your basic 
2.5 KW generator for most of the stations. 
Then there was your mini 600 watt 
generator for the 40/15 SSB station and 


the 20 CW station. Then there was an 
extra 750 watt generator for the 15 CW 
station. It is the general opinion around 
the site that the use of several 
generators of somewhat smaller size worked 


out much better (and QUIETER) than the ‘ol 
club dinosaur generator, and used up a 
whole bunch less fuel! The 40 CW station, 
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The | quickest method that you as a new member can enjoy the fellowship and 


fine activities 


that RARS has to offer is to become involved. 


RARS is 


YOUR club: it will be what YOU make it, and you'll get out of it what YOU 
committee chairmen of your interest 


put into it. Please 


contact the 


group, and offer your participation. 


1988 OFFICERS / DIRECTORS 


PV oe ENN as ke lta ee 
VTICe@=PTESTAOENT iio 
OO hah eg os 
Treasurer / Membership ..... 
Newletter Editor 
PubTicTty Chairperson... 0.. 
FM Committee Chairman ...... 
Pea nGwutTecuOYr 6 isis ss ass 
ARRL ASST. DITeCtor 2 6fe.. 4: 
W4DW Trustee 
Volunteer Examiner Program . 
1988 Hamfest Chairman ...... 
Special Events Chairman .... 
2 Meter Net Manager ........ 
10 Meter Net Manager........ 
PuuRIC Service, Chala. . cs ce. 
Membership Assistance ...... 
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Again, WELCOME to RARS! 


(The above 
Craita que’ "yt, 
Thanks, Vince, AA4MY ) 


Pete Thacher 


(open) 


. Sue Meyer Parks 


Tim BuehIman 


Vince Yakamavich 
... Audrey Browne 
.... Lyn Williams 


eoeeeee 


Jim DuBreck 
Chuck Littlewood 


.. Lynn Pendleton 
Vince Yakamavich 
. se, Bruce Eggers 
Walter VanGieson 
... James Babcock 


.... Rob Ingraham 


.. Edward Breeden 


..... Jim Bradley 


N4HQZ 


WB4USX 
N4IQA 
AA4MY 
WB4ZSM 
WA4GEH 
N4BY0 
K4HF 
K4NYV 
AA4MY 
WAINEW 
AB4DQ 
K4ABJ 
AB4FY 
N4SSU 
WA4A00 


Home Phone 


876-4073 


544-7952 
851-7738 
847-8512 
787-4299 
553-4793 
781-9437 
872-6555 
829-9449 
847-8512 
779-0266 
782-1424 
787-7816 
848-1382 
787-8874 
779-8840 


is the rough draft of a “new member letter". 
and make suggestions as to how it may be improved. 


Biz Phone 


828-6260 


549-8641 
254-2351 
850-5390 


553-2995 
992-5851 


836-6228 
850-5390 


Please 


Exams - RARS holds several Amateur Radio licensing exams (usually in 
conjunction with regular meetings) for the convenience of the membership 
and the local Amateur community. 


Repeater - The club sponsors the W4DW repeater, on 146.04 / 146.64. 
Located off of Strickland Road & Six Forks Rd. in North Raleigh, the 
repeater covers the majority of Wake County. 


The repeater offers an auto-patch, accessed by the code "*04", and 
released with the code "#". Note that these codes are restricted to 
club members ONLY. Do not divulge them to non members or over the air. 
Please limit your auto-patch calls to a non-business nature. Obviously, 
no toll calls can be made. 


Members are urged to participate in the "Ham Watch" program, reporting 
events involving public safety to the local authorities using the 91l 
Emergency telephone’ number. Identify your self as "“Hamwatch operator 
(your call)", and report the accident or condition, making sure to give 
the location and whether or not there are any injuries requiring medical 
assistance. 


Future plans call for the addition of a 220mHz repeater, and possibly a 
450 mHz repeater as well. 


NETS - The club operates two nets, one nightly at 8 PM Local time on 
146.04/64, and the other Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri at 8:30 PM on 28.364 mHz 
USB. These nets are informal in nature and all are welcome to join. 


EXCITER - The club publishes a monthly newsletter, the EXCITER. Members 
are urged to contribute any material that might be of interest to the 
club membership. 


PUBLIC SERVICE - The club participates in providing radio communications 
to public events such as road races, bike races, etc., and in emergency 
communications during hurricanes, floods, and tornadoes. Members are 


always sought Lo EEE 
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SEECIAL INSERT 
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SPREE As 


which ran off the nicads, did not even 
make a dent in those monster batteries (a 
local surplus find), and one set of 12 
worth ran the station for the whole 24 
hours at 100 watts. Batteries seem like a 
right nice way to go for possible future 
field day events. 


Overall, I think that everyone had a 
pretty good time. The rigs seemed to 
generally work pretty well, and the rented 
generator worked FB! The port-a-potty was 
a nice addition for the city folks, and 
the tents gave the ops a restful repite, 
in spite of the chiggers and other 
creepie-crawlie thingies. 


Bonus points were earned for publicity, 
for copying the W1AW message, for working 
completely on emergency power, and (for 
working three of the Canadian stations. 


We did not have a fancy catered dinner for 
the group. That would have been a 
difficult thing out in the boonies. But 
the weenies and chips and dishes pot luck 
that were brought were enjoyed by all. 

On the publicity side of things, WRAL 
TV-5, gave the club a full 1.5 minutes on 
the 6 and 11 o'clock news shows. That's 
good for the club, and good for the corps. 
‘Hope all of you were able to catch the 
news. For those that didn't, there were 
some tapes made off the air. 


Although we have not mentioned everyone 
who participated by name, ya' all know who 
ya are, and the club needs good 
participators like you. We hope you and 
others’ will join in for next year. 
Perhaps we can blow the socks off the 
other local competition in this! Many 
sincere thanks and lots of good ‘ol 
appreciation to all those who participated 
in this year's Field Day. It really was 
lots of fun, and the CHOPS (NA4G & AB4EL) 
had lots of fun (even though NA4G looked 
somewhat like a ROM that had lost a few 
bits when the TV crew interviewed him 
Sunday noon!). Hope to CUL all around for 
another good Field Day in 1989, an' maybe 
we'll get a few more o' the die-hards out 
of the woodwork and a few more newcomers, 
too! 


73 de NA4G "Boat Anchor Bob" 
& AB4EL, “Antenna Steve" 


"HAM" 
RADIO?? 


Heard an interesting conversation the 
other day on W4DW ... where did the term 
"Ham" radio operator come from?? 


Our resident guru of § disassociated 
educational tid-bits, WASNEW, was there 
with several answers.... 


The most credible one (to Bruce, 
atleast...) was that WAY back in the early 
days (spark gap transmitters and the 
like), before the advent of the FCC and 
such formalities as "Rules and 
Regulations", three graduate students at 
the University of Ohio were conducting 
research in this new medium of "wireless." 
Not being alone in their persuit of 
filling the ozone with radio waves, they 
perceived a need to identify their signals 
from that of other experimenters -- their 
initials: H, A, and M. And so, "HAM" 
radio was born. 


Another meritorious theory was that the 
"professional" radio ops of the period 
really looked down their noses at these 
rank amateurs. Amateur actors during that 
period were known as "hams," and the term 
“ham radio operator" was given to describe 
radio operators other than the 
"professionals." 


Yet a third theory, again credits the 
snobbery of the "professionals" at 
Suggesting the poor quality of radio 
Signals by amateurs were attributable to a 
deformed hand: a "ham fist". 


I don't know if there is a "correct" 
answer to the question of origin of the 
term "Ham Radio". In my 20+ years in the 
hobby, I had never heard the question 
asked, nor the above theories presented. 
Thanks to Rahul, N4RWZ for asking the 
question, and to der Bruce, WA9SNEW, for 
offering those possible explanations. 
Interesting theories what do YOU 
think??! de AA4MY 


Excerpt from: 


PACKET RACKET: July, 1988 
Journal of: 
The Wake Digital Communications Group 


As any of you who have tried to connect to 
someone on the 147.54 mHz LAN frequency 
has probably already noticed, the WA4LPD-2 
LAN digipeater and mailbox is off the air 
again, and we _ have once again been shown 
how much we depend on Cecil's station. 
Cecil took another lightning strike in 
June, and for the third time we have to 
try to operate without him. I sat here 
this evening trying to have a packet QSO 
with Ed, and even using the RNC node, 
145.01 was too busy and I retried out. We 
must set up a backup system of some type 
on 147.54 mHz and stop depending on Cecil 
for everything. There are plans to add 
some height to K4IWW-1 so it can also be 
used as a LAN digi, but even if we do 
that, we will still need some backup 
systems in place, just in case. I hope we 
never have a disaster situation locally 
where we could need to _ use our LAN for 
disaster communications of any type, but 
if it should ever occur, we need to be 
prepared for the possibility that our main 
LAN digis would be _ inoperable. The 
backups must be there at the time they are 
needed. A time of disaster or 
communication crisis is no time to be 
running around trying to find a suitable 
location where we can quickly throw up an 
antenna. Regardless of how much practice 
some of us may have had during Field Day 
exercises, nothin beats being prepared 
ahead of time. If anyone has any 
suggestions, please let them be known. 


((AA4MY NOTE: Along those same lines, 
RARS's own N4BYO is considering offering 
his QTH & excellent tower / antenna / 
computer for use as an alternate LAN 
digipeater & PBBS. SUPER IDEA and MOST 
GRACIOUS OFFER, Jim!! I'm sure it would 
do a SUPER job! -- back to the PACKET 
RACKET...)) 


Carl, N4PY, has been working on Radio 
Terminal Program, known as_ RTP (now why 
does that sound familiar??). I believe 
Carl plans to release RTP at the Cary 
Swapfest. It has basically the same 
features as PTP (none were left out), but 


it is easier to set up and use. A few of 
the improvements are: 1) the initial menu 
page iS no longer necessary and has been 
removed. 2) The DEF file couplets can now 
be changed with a one line command. 3) You 
now have access to all 40 function key 
combinations. 4) It has a built in Mini 
BBS for use when unattended. When someone 
connects to your station while it is in 
unattended mode, they can not only leave 
you a message but can also upload files to 
you or download files from you. 


Many of you have already seen RTP being 
used in Beta testing by N4PY, AB4S, & 
N7JA. It really looks good, and I'm 
itching to try it out. 


A couple of weeks ago, Ed, AB4S, received 
a letter addressed to the WDCG secretary. 
It was from a shortwave listener in Guyana 
who was interested in becoming an Amateur 
Radio operator. The gentleman had been 
listening to the Amateurs on a general 
coverage receiver but his home had been 
broken into and his receiver had been 
stolen. He was really missing listening 
to the Amateurs around the world on it. 
He stated that there were no shortwave 
receivers for sale in Guyana, and that due 
to the economic conditions in his country, 
it was illegal .to send any money out of 
Guyana. He stated that there were no 
import restrictions on receivers coming 
into Guyana. He asked that we help him to 
replace this receiver and that we send him 
any back dated written material on the 
subject of Amateur Radio we might have. 
It is the feeling of Ed and I that the 
Amateur community in this area should band 
together and see what we can do to help 
this gentleman. Any comments would be 
welcome. 


If anyone has any suggestions for a topic 
they would like to see covered in an issue 
of the Packet Racket, or if anyone would 
like to contribute an article, please 
contact me at 552-6015; drop me a note at 
PO Box 775 in Fuquay-Varina 27526, or 
leave me a message on any of the local 
packet mailboxes. 


73, Tim Kemp, WB4BAH 
WOCG Secretary 
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CLIPPINGS 
FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


EDITOR'S HONOR ROLL 


Peggy Price, N4SSS 

Walter Price, KM4BU 

Tim BuehIman, N4IQA 

Rob Ingraham, AB4FY 

Ardie Watkins, N40IC 

Dave Williams, KM4AK 

Sherman Starnes, W4TZU 

Edward Breeden, N4SSU 

Joey Yakamavich (no call, YET) 


These fine folks came to the rescue and 
attended the fold & staple party last 
month. It was an exceptionally big job 
too, because of the need for and extra 
handling required by the special inserts. 
My XYL Joyce, WB7TX0, and her visiting mom 
Vivian, WA2PUU, supplied the goodies for 
the evening: fresh peach shortcake & the 
usual assortment of soft drinks. In spite 
of the good time had by all, 375 EXCITERS 
were processed, and 284 were bundled up 
and made ready for the post office. My 
Sincere thanks. to all for pitching in and 
helping RARS. 
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NEWSLETTER SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 


Firstly, a “thank you" to my XYL, WB/7TXO 
for pinch hitting and representing the 
Newsletter SIG at the July Meeting while I 
was busy with the exams. And secondly, my 
apologies: when I asked her to fill in, I 
meoraot* to tell her that she'd be 
expected to get up in front of the club 
and give a report afterwards... 


Not too much interest (ie. people) in our 
SIG, but we did get some good input and 
Suggestions. Peggy Price, N4SSU offered 
to do the Meet the Members column, and Bob 
Corns, K4MC suggested that the various SIG 
groups rotate the fold & _— staple 
responsibility. Peggy, N4SSU and Walter, 
KM4BU offered to host some of the parties 
at their new QTH (in Cary). 


We're still looking for someone to do a 
"YL Column", a “DX Column", or a "Novice 


Column". These don't have to be done 
religiously, every month. An occasional 
input, whenever you have something 
exceptional to say.... (I find it hard to 
believe that hams don't have ANYTHING to 
Say in these areas...!) 

If you have the slightest inclination to 
write for the .~ EXCITER, please do. 
Anything -- including hand written copy -- 


is MOST welcome. 
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EDITORIAL 


A hearty "CONGRATULATIONS!" are in order 
for our president, Pete Thacher, N4HQZ. 
The idea of the formation of Special 
Interest Groups was a great one, and it 
was organized, presented, and executed 
exceptionally well. There was an aire of 
excitement and enthusiasm in that meeting 
room that the editor had never felt at a 
meeting before. Can this be the start of 
a new era at RARS?? The ball is now in 
the hands of the Special Interest Groups: 
they (WE, the members) are now charting 
the course for the activities at RARS. 
Lets do it right!! 73 de AA4MY 
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Excerpt from: 


The JARS Newsletter 
(Johnston Amateur Radio Society) 
Benson, NC 


"Recently, the net control failed to show 
up and as per usual the net manager was 
not around either so Bruce, WASNEW, jumps 
in and picks it up and even handles a 
little iron lung type traffic. The bad 
thing is that Bruce is a big wheel in the 
RARS! Having a RARS member call the JARS 
net is like having Jessie Jackson give the 
opening remarks at a Klan rally ..." 
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ET7/ LINE 


by Bruce Eggers, WASNEW 


WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE WEATHERCUBE 
TO TWO-METER SCANNER CONVERSION? 


Well, it's alive and well. You may recall 
some few months ago I wrote on converting 
Radio Shack's Weathercube receiver to a 
four channel 2 meter scanner. We bought a 
total of 15 of the Weathercube receivers 
while they were on sale at $12.95 (two 
have been sold at cost to members who 
wanted to listen to the NWS, of all 
things), we then bought enough trimmer 
capacitors to put all of them on 2 meters, 
and we sent off for one complete set of 
conversion boards and parts kits for the 
full scanning modification. The complete 
mod works! We had some chip problems, the 
wiring isn't easy, and I've seen better 
sensitivity, but for the cost, hey! Now, 
anybody want to make a club project from 
this before our Fall class at McKimmon? 


ARRL ENCOURAGES 
DESTRUCTION and POLARIZATION? 


It was 
the 


on page 1/7 of July's Exciter. At 
end of a most intriguing piece about 
the tom-foolery of some alleged hams down 
in Texas (they've got call signs but it 
sounds like they've been sippin' some 
kickapoo joy juice), the article says, ". 
ARRL is actively ENCOURAGING the 
DESTRUCTION of the existing system, and 
extreme POLARIZATION of the ham 
community." Now, Vince doesn't say whether 
this is his summary or a consolidation of 
thought from his sources. We'll certainly 
assume the latter. As Vic used to say 
(quite correctly, at 1° Sn ees 
presumptuously add), "YOU are the League". 
I've tried to keep that in mind and, at 
the risk of polarizing some part of the 
local ham community, I want to say that I 
certainly don't ENCOURAGE the DESTRUCTION 
and POLARIZATION of the ham community. 


What is a ‘Frequency coordinator'? See 
97.3(aa). What is the definition of 
‘Coordinated station operation'? See 
97.3(dd). I'll wait while you~ look up 
those references. (No, we can't can't 
wait long enough for you to finish a law 
degree. And I'l] not pursue the thought, 
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as it would take a Philadelphia lawyer to 
understand what it is the Commission meant 
to say.) But do you get the impression 
that those paragraphs were written by a 
‘Philadelphia lawyer'? (And why do just 
the lawyers in Philadelphia have to take 
the brunt of such derogatory remarks? 

Oops! There I go,  polartziiigaecne 
community. Sorry!) : 


Having said that, let me note a few facts: 


1. ‘The League' is the ONLY national 
society of any consequence in this country 


and it has adequately filled this, and an 
international leadership role, for many 
years. 

25 ‘The League’, a scientific and 
educational non-profit organization, 
enjoys no tofficial' status. 

aya Many governmental agencies _ have 
recognized industry groups as the sole 


source of the best professional advice on 
matters of concern to the public at large. 
4. The Commission, in its ‘infinite 
wisdom', has chosen not to recognize ‘The 
League' as such a spokesman for the 
Amateur Radio community. 


let me express an opinion: I 
heard the joke that asks, 


And now, 
trust you've 


"Where does a 800 1b gorilla sleep?" The 
answer is, “Anywhere it wants to!" Well 
face it, to many of us, the ARRL is a lot 
like a 800 1b gorilla. I think the Board 


and the staff do a darn fine job of trying 


to make sure they don't sleep in someone 
elses favorite spot. But they've got to 
use the Commission's definition of what 


constitutes a place to sleep. 


There are times when you just can't please 
everybody. And there are times when you 
must intentionally offend some, even good 
friends. Remember, even 800 1b gorillas 
have 'keepers' who assign sleeping places. 
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IN MEMORIUM 


Lela Hodges, the wife of long time RARS 
member Jesse Hodges, W4JG, passed away on 
Friday, July 22nd. The members of RARS 
would like to express their deep sorrow to 
Jesse. 
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WITE 
BERT BAILEY, WlFMN 


*** RARS RUNNING AFFECTIONADOES *** 


This 
chop at Pinky's 5K on 25 June in ole Wake 


time it was Bill., WB4EQV who was the 


Forest. This 5K is run every. year and 
RARS always has provided RF _ support. 

Bill's helpers were Edward, N4SSU, and 
Leon, KB4KSA. INniS Was. @starsc. for 
Edward, our new club official, and I 
believe for Leon, too. Always nice to 


trot out new blood, a big boon to the vets 
who can hope’ for some respite’ from 
repeated duns for helping with this and 
coordinating with that. All hands, both 
Pinky the sponsor and Jim Young the Race 
Director of the NC Roadrunners Club stated 
the 5K was a success and much credit goes 
to RARS for its RF energy expended for the 
cause. So tnx, gang. RARS still has the 
deft touch with the racing set. RUN, RARS 
RUN RARS, RUN RARS!!! 
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++FIELD DAY AT WAKE TECH, WB4TOP++ 


After WB4TOP racked up its millions of 


points, 3 of us decided to hang around and 
chase some DX. So tired of all those NY & 
NJ stations we worked for 24 hours, it was 


time for some fun with other countries. 

So Wilbur WD4DRU started with 40 CW and 
held a fast QSO with Szychad, A71AF in 
Qutar, then Theresa A350G in _ Tonga and 
AP2IU in E. Pakistan. In the meanwhile, 
Joel, AA4TE knocked off RJ8AJB, Vlad in 
Tadzhik, UL7CX, Kosimov in Kazakh, and 
RJ6TR, Bersa in Uzbek on 20M. It was 
unbelievable. Then I got on 80 and 
worked, in just 2 minutes, Uza YU7WQ 
mobile at the base of the Himilayas, and 
VU22TVC operating mobile off a motorbike 
in Mysore. By now, we started to get 
serious. Even wid blood shot eyeballs 
from 24 hours operating on FD, this was 
too good to pass up for mere sleep. 

Wilbur by this time was going wild at the 


key --- OKIWE, OE3WRT, I5BTY, EBSTR, & 
CT5RE, all 599 and Joel was startin a 
pileup on 14.005, including such as 
JA6MNH, VU5BV, VK8YT, and ASTR, with the 
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worst report a5/79. Then I began to pull 
a little weight with A6RT and A9FG on 80 


phone with CW QSOs BT12RE, BV2A, and 
EC7DFG. Joel ran into so much QRM in the 
pileup, he QSYd to packet and worked in a 


few QSOs with W4BNB, K7ER, and W6BC. Then 
Joel tried OSCAR but did not get very far, 
only a OZI1KNB_ he had worked before while 
getting the Jubilee DXCC for WB4TOP last 
year. As if all this were not enough for 
one day or even one week or one month, 
Wilbur nailed a maritime mobile on RTTY on 
7.008, JH8GFC/5N4, cruising off the 
Lacadives on his way to Murmansk. And 
then it all of a sudden came to an end. 

Just as Joel was about to complete a QSO 
with a station so rare that it was not 
listed yet with the DXCC people at ARRL, 
BANG! ! CLUMP! --- I woke up with a knot on 
my forehead, the result of falling out of 
my pad at 0300 hours the day after FD. 

What a way to wake up! No QSOs, no QSLs, 
and no commiseration from anybody for such 
an exciting DXpedition!! Before QRT ing, 


I must, in all honesty and “fairness, 
apologize to an old time member, Dave, 
KW6DY, who wrote a similar article in our 
news letter many years ago. It was not 
the EXCITER then, but ole Dave really 
excited us readers with hi article --- 
maybe I've done as well. Ho hum -- this 
DX chasing. Noting to it, just lie down 
an dream away... * * * 
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---- DEAD AIR SPACE ---- 
Are YOU a contributing factor?? 


It has come to our attention that you are 
in possession of a valid Amateur Radio 
Operator's License. We have, however, 
been advised that activity from your 
location has been non-existant. This 
constitutes a relatively large portion of 
Dead Air Space in the otherwise active 
Amateur Radio Spectrum. Please be aware 
that continued nons activity from your 
location could result in a hardening of 
the ions in the atmosphere surrounding 
your location, making the dreaded ‘Dead Air 
Space’ a quasisPERMANENT condition. Please 
correct this situation IMMEDIATELY, for 
the good of all. Become RADIO - ACTIVE !! 


(tnx idea ARNS) 
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RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY, INC. 
P.O. BOX 17124 
_ RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27619 


RARS meets each first Wednesday, 7:30 PM at 
First Presbyterian Church, 111 W. Morgan Street 
RARS Nets: Nightly at 8:00 PM on 146.04/64; 
Mon., Tue., Thur., & Fri. at 8:30 PM on 28.364 


Qulendar 


Aug. 03 Regular RARS Meeting, 7:30 PM, YMCA Hillsborough St. 
Aug. 6, 7 10-10 Intl. Net: Summer Phone QSO Party | 

Aug. 13. Amateur Exams by WAVE. Preregister w/ John, WM4P @ 834-5001 
Aug. 17  RARS Advisory Board Meeting, 7:30 PM, YMCA. All welcome. 
Aug. 24 Deadline for September EXCITER Material 

Aug. 31 EXCITER Fold & Staple: Contact Vince, AA4MY @ 847-8512 

Sept 3, 4 Hamfest: Shelby, NC 


Sept 07 Regular RARS Meeting w/ EXAMS - preregister w/ AA4MY 


